Field Day 2018 
Memorial Field 


A Great Weekend For A Great Event 


A weekend that promised showers and thunderstorms turned 
out to be perfect (cool) temperatures, no rain and...no bugs! 


This year's Field Day was a bit different from others. Longer 
preparation time, a lessened dependence on club equipment 
and the move from 2A to 4A had an overall positive impact. 


Field Day is always about emergency preparedness. Yes there is 
a "contest" attached to it but the contest is about honing 
operating skills needed during emergency conditions. 


Food, members and friends capped the weekend with a gaggle 
of visitors including OEM and representatives from local, 
county and federal government with an ARRL presence at both 
the section and division level. 


So...how did we do? 

e §6Aslight increase in member participation -- 49 this 
year up from 47 in 2017 and 43 in 2016 

@ Buta decrease in visiting ham and overall guest 
attendance; some speculated rumored bad weather 

e@ Faster and more fluid overall field setup time -- 
the real metric of Field Day 

e@ Increased publicity that attracted Congressional, state 


~ ." —_ 
ae ee . : Congressman Josh Gottheimer presents Club President 
and local dignitaries, and more total media mentions i . 


Brad Kerber (KM2C) with a Congressional Certificate of 
@ Our highest submitted contest score Recognition for the club's community efforts. 


@ Congressional recognition to the club for the third 
consecutive year! 


It Was A Good, Good Field Day! 


The afterglow of a good Field Day is always a marvel to behold. This year's was no exception-- positive comments 
about our pre- planning and a record-fast setup, a move up in class, a record number of "contest" points, more 
"bonus" points, a gaggle of dignitaries and just good fun. This club has been fortunate in its recent growth and its 
influence. Consider that four years ago we were considerably smaller in membership and chose not to send in a 
score. This year the final score was 5,268 contest and 1,490 bonus points for a total of 6,758. Outstanding!!. 


We've come a long way for FD 18 but there is still much to do. Soapbox comments mentioned the apparent move 
away from "casual contesting". There is also the need to get more "non-extras" on the air --only five of the 16 
operators were Techs or Generals. But the afterglow is distinctly positive and that's good for you as a member and 
good for FLARC. 
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Nomar NP4H) and George (W3EH) : Dave (KD2MOB) 


# 
& ne 
' ba nem 


George (W3EH), Dave (N2AAM) and Mouse (K9INE) 


Skip {KDZBRV), Mike (KCZZX) and Don (N2PRT) A Big Thanks To N2PRT, KB2MDR, W2KBF and 
KD2KLN For All The Field Day Pix!! 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 2 
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Deputy Mayor Rottenstrich, Mayor Peluso and family and us. 


4 


Assemblywoman Lisa Swain and Assemblyman Brad (KM2C) and Congressman Gottheimer with a proclamation 
Chris Tully were in attendance. recognizing the club for its public service 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Karl (W2KBF), Brian (KD2KLN) and Judith (KC2LTM) 
fly the FLARC banner proudly. 


x = — a? oF 
Fred (W2AAB), John (KD2NRS) and Glenn (KB2MDR) Jim (W2JC), Matt (K2FTP), and Randy (WU2S) 
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Scores, Comments and Recognition 


Congressman Josh Gottheimer 
Congressional Certificate of Recognition 


Presented to 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


On the Occasion of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club's 2018 Annual Field Day/ 
Congratulations on another successful year and I am proud to join all of you in recognizing this momentous occasion and 
the outstanding contributions the members of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club have made to our commumities in the 
Fifth District. Your commitment to promoting tech nology and. brn research and to the Fair Lawncommunity is 


June 23, 2018 


Data and Scores 


A total of 49 FLARC members participated this 
year (36% of the membership). 

Of the 49 members, 16 (or about one-third of 
those who participated/12% of the total 
membership) operated at least one of the 
stations according to the log. 

Of the 16 members who operated, four (25%) 
garnered approximately 60% of the 1,688 
QSO's. 

There were five non-members who operated 
the club station and who represented about 
10% of the total QSO's. 

The percentage of total members who attended 
Field Day this year was smaller than in previous 
years. Despite our growth, the rate of Field Day 
participation has not kept pace. 
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Soapbox 

"This year's Field Day exercise was a pleasant surprise in 
many ways. The biggest were that we could double our 
traditional operating positions and erect five new wire 
antennas without much hassle. Every part of the 
operations contributed to our success. Brian's GOTA 
station was a big winner for our younger visitors. The only 
small disappointment were that we didn't see as many 
visitors and participants as we expected..." 


Good times & hard work = great food by all. 


The crew(s) worked very hard to gather and set up 
everything - great teamwork.... -The antennas worked like 
a charm and helped us make the hundreds of contacts we 
did... -Guests were welcomed, got private tours and were 
impressed by what they saw... -CW tent was working 
straight through with no empty chair(s) ever. 
There were also many comments about needed 
improvements which will be noted separately. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Volume 3, Number 7 
From The President: 


Dear FLARC Members, 


Thank you to everyone who helped make our 2018 
ARRL Field Day so impressive this year. We took on 
quite a challenge running Class 4A and with everyone’s 
help we were able to make it happen. FLARC has a 
great setup going forward for all future field days! It 
was great to see a lot of new faces operating and | 
hope we can continue to train more operators over 
the next year to continue our successful operation 
during ARRL Field Day. 


The rest of the year will be focused on all the other 
presenters, projects, classes, and upgrades to the 
W2NPT station. Keep an eye out for emails, our 
website calendar, and Resonator articles on_ all 
upcoming activities! 

DE Brad KM2C 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
President's Message 


Member Profile -- Susan and Karl Frank W6SKT and W2KBF 
2018 Field Day 
SAVE THE DATE: Jeff Regan (NJ5R) July 20th 


SAVE THE DATE -- Vintage Station On The Air August 17th 


SAVE THE DATE-- Barry Cohen (K2JV) September 
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fee) The Resonator 


Official Newsletter of The Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club 


Member(s) Profile 


NAME: Susan T. Frank, and 
Karl B. Frank, 


CALLS: W6SKT and W2KBF 
What do you do/what did you do for a living? 


Susan: | grew up in Arcadia, a suburb of Los Angeles, CA. 
My first “job” was at age 16, when | helped make the 
first theatrically-released special effects movie made 
by teenagers, all of whom grew up to work as 
professionals in the industry. In my twenties, | worked 
for several studios in Hollywood creating effects for 
people including George Lucas (Star Wars) and Steven 
Spielberg. Early Ham radio skills were acquired when | 
soldered about 20,000 miniature lights for the 
amusement park sequence in the movie “1941,” and 
built the spaceship for 1982 movie “The Thing.” After 
marrying Karl, | moved to New Jersey and earned an 
MA in English at Rutgers, New Brunswick. | then 
worked as Senior Clinical Data Manager and Head 
Medical Writer for Merck Pharmaceuticals in Rahway. 


Karl: | am a native of New Jersey but after spending 
years in college and graduate school out of state, | was 
determined to stay away from NJ. | started at a small 
Pharmaceutical Company in Southern California. 
However, a good opportunity turned up at Hoffmann- 
La Roche Inc. in Nutley, NJ so | left the West Coast and 
stayed at Roche for more than 25 years. What did | 
do? | was a Virologist, Molecular Biologist, Lab Head, 
Drug Safety Scientist and Project Team leader. But my 
favorite activity was troubleshooting lab equipment 
when it failed. 
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Continued on next page... 
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July 2018 
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Member(s) Profile (Continued) 


How did you get interested in ham radio? 


Susan: | was given an old RCA Bakelite radio when | was 
5 years old, and wondered how the sound got from the 
station to my house. And why the radio lit the room. 
lalso watched old movies on TV, and loved the 
transmitter logo when | saw “An RKO Radio Picture”; 
| eventually put together the visual design, the Morse 
Code accompaniment, and Ham Radio. And my uncle 
was VP of Engineering at the Satellite Division of Hughes 
Aerospace and Project Leader of Surveyor, the 
enterprise that supported manned spaceflight to the 
moon. It was finally the excitement of hearing 
transmissions of astronaut Owen Garriott W5LFL from 
the Space Shuttle that motivated me to get my license in 
1984. 


Karl: As a child, | liked ripping apart and then trying to 
reassemble radios and phonographs. This was stuff that 
ran on 120 VAC so | often got zapped; it is a miracle that 
| made it past my 8™ birthday! My father worked for 
Mobil Oil and, in the mid-1950s, our family relocated to 
Caracas, Venezuela for several years. The going away 
gift from Mobil was a Zenith Transoceanic radio that we 
used to listen to Voice of America (we also listened to a 
Russian propaganda station because they spoke perfect 
English and played better music than VOA. . . hi hi). The 
Transoceanic exposed me to shortwave radio and bits of 
Morse code. One of our neighbors was a Canadian who 
had an amateur radio station that he used to “phone 
home,” but it was not until | was in graduate school and 
missing my childhood walkie-talkies that the bug bit and 
| obtained my ham ticket. 


What parts of the hobby most interest you? 


Susan: | am fascinated by satellites. | love the history 
and sound of CW. | was an English major in College and 
Grad School, and CW is another language. 


Karl: | never have been a serious contester or DXer, but 
| enjoy casual QRP operating with basic equipment that | 
have built. With QRP, working anyone out of state can 
be exciting. Also, | like taking radio out of doors for 
public service events. Finally, | like gabbing on 
repeaters. 
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Member(s) Profile (Continued) 


What does belonging to FLARC mean to you? 
How do you/can you better contribute to the 
club? 


Susan: | agree with Ed WX2R that FLARC is the 
“Premier” radio club in NNJ. | help to support the 
club by participating in the Publicity Committee, 
which is involved in all events. Belonging to FLARC 
has become very important to me in the last few 
years. | love Field Day, and really enjoyed managing 
the Vegetarian menu for Field Day 2018. | handled 
all of the food for our 60" Anniversary Field Day in 
2016 and would like to do that again. | love the 
feeling of being part of a team and accomplishing 
things for the hobby. Introducing children to ham 
radio is also one of my favorite things to do, and | 
would like to do more of it. 


Karl: | think it is important for Radio Amateurs to 
join and support their local club. | try to participate 
in the many intramural and extramural FLARC 
activities. 


What should be the club's priorities in the next 
year? 


Susan: The Club’s priorities should be to continue 
along the path we are on now, and not lose what 
we have gained in all areas in the last few years— 
speakers, programs, community outreach, making 
the Club a fun place to come on Friday nights. We 
need to continue to promote leadership by newer 
members so the Club can benefit from their skills 
and enthusiasm. 


Karl: It is vitally important that FLARC is careful to 
welcome new hams that are just starting out and 
also inactive hams that are finding time again to 
rejoin the hobby. It is difficult for a visitor to walk in 
the door of a strange organization for the first time 
and there is risk they may never return if they are 


not immediately made to feel welcome. Continued on 
page 2. 
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Member(s) Profile (Continued) 


What else can you tell the club about yourself 
and/or ham radio? 


Susan: | have an antique Columbia console radio that 
belonged to my grandmother. It is in pieces at the 
moment but Karl and | hope to get it back together one 
of these days. We have restored several antique radios 
including an Atwater Kent and Philco cathedral radio, a 
few Zenith consoles and a Majestic TRF. | am good at 
restoring the wooden cases and Karl takes care of the 
electronics. | really enjoy the friendliness and helpful 
nature of so many people in the club, and the high level 
of enthusiasm and intelligence of the members. It really 
is a very special group of people. 


Karl: You may recall that | served as FLARC President in 
2015 and 2016. | was motivated to run for office 
because | saw an opportunity to enhance the FLARC 
experience by creating Special Events. Fortunately, 
several other members shared this idea and 
accomplished far more than | ever could. We have 
come a long way in the last few years. 


What other ham related clubs or organizations 
do you belong to? 


Susan: FLARC is my only Radio Club and | am a Life 
Member of ARRL. 


Karl: | am a member of BARA, BCFMA, Gloucester 
County (NJ) ARA, R.A.C.E.S. and Life Member of ARRL. 


Susan (W6SKT) and Karl (W2KBF) 
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Ed-itorial: 
Random Thoughts Post Field-Day 


If anything, this year's Field Day was a 'how-to' to 
being both a great club and the recognition of the 
REAL reason we have our Amateur Radio spectrum 
privileges - affirmation of our skill in creating 
effective communications networks in time of 
public emergency. 


To my mind, Field Day is NOT a contest - although 
we all keep score - but confirmation that 
we can provide communications networks staffed 
by competent operators in support of our fellow 
citizens when they need us most. More on this in 
the coming months. 


Emergency Communications was highlighted at this 
year's Hamvention by the ARRL. What better way 
to promote this effort than by telling the story of 
our successes at our club's Field Day and promote 
more interest in this important activity? 


| believe that we were able to do that with the 
publicity we received and the recognition we 
attracted by the bevy of visitors from Congressman 
Gottheimer, to state Assembly representatives, to 
the Mayor and Council members. 


We're half-way through 2018 and we've done a lot. 
Fred W2ABE's monthly column is a good summary 
of the club's ongoing activities. 


But the January member survey points to the 
following still-in-need-of action items: 


More member involvement. FD 18 had more 
participants but not nearly at the overall 
growth rate of the club; 
More open clubhouse availability -- W2NPT 
needs more air time to justify capital 
expenses and more time for members overall; 
Maintain an active interest for all members: 
FLARC is a club for all and we need to ID and 
encourage members who are now "trading 
down" their time with the club; and 
More local community outreach -- we may be 
best in class for this but we can always do 
better with more volunteers. 

DE Ed WX2R 
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The Club 


Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. 
Visitors and guests are always welcome. The club is 
open every Friday night from NLT 6:30 PM. Business 
meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


Fair Lawn RACES Corner 


2018 Officers and Committees 
President Brad Kerber KM2C 
Vice President Lowell Van't Slot W2DLT 
Treasurer Al Rasmussen WA2OWL 
Secretary Randy Smith WU2S 


Trustee J Cooper wa2ic May and June have been busy months for the Fair Lawn 
Trustee Skip Barker KD2BRV Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (FL-RACES) and 
Trustee Don Cassarini N2PRT we are just warming up with the weather!! The By-Laws 
and Constitution were approved by the Fair Lawn Office 
of Emergency Management and that was followed by the 
election of officers. The election results wound up being 


Hello to all, 


Field Day Steve Wraga WA2BYX 
Member Services Judith Shaw KC2LTM 


Publicity Ed Efchak WX2R identical to the slate of officers presented by the 
Publicity Gene Ottenheimer WwO2W nominating committee. The elected officers are as 


Publicity Susan Frank W6SKT follows for the two year term: 


President - David KD2MOB 
Program Lowell Vant Slot W2DLT Vice President- Steve WA2BYX 


Publicity Karl Frank W2KBF Secretary - Karl W2KBF 
Publicity Brad Kerber (ex officio) ©KM2C Treasurer - Ed WX2R 


Social Media Dave Marotti NK2Q : : 7 . 

; : Congratulations! I'm sure the officers will represent FL- 
Video/YouTube Thom Guida W2NZ RACES well. When you have the opportunity please 
VE Liaison Gene Ottenheimer Wwo2W congratulate the Board. 

VE Liaison Pete Senesi KD2BMX 

Education Gordon Bestia W2TIT eh Friday, i a ie Fair Lawn igen 

Education j anagement honored our presence a e icer 
; Randy Smith WU2s Installation Dinner, Awards Ceremony and Swearing In 

Education John L. Howard KD2NRS Ceremony which took place at The Brownstone House. 

Education Fred Wawra W2ABE There is a really good feeling about being a volunteer in 


History Gene Ottenheimer wo2w Fair Lawn. There's an appreciation in giving back to the 
: community. 
History Fred Belghaus W2AAB 
History Ed Efchak WX2R On Wednesday, June 6th at 1900 hours, the inaugural FL- 
Photographer Don Cassarini N2PRT RACES Net took place. David KD2MOB was the Net 
W2NPT Trustee Paul Cornett Ww2IP Control Operator. The Fair Lawn ARC Repeater will be 
Technical Paul Cornett W2IP used (RX 145.47 MHz / TX vet BC TX Tone 167.9 Hz). 
A big thank you goes out to the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 
Technical Randy Smith wu2s Club for permitting FL-RACES for using the repeater. 
RACES Director Dave Gotlib KD2MOB Beginning in July, we will be on the air the 
RACES Liaison Steve Wraga WA2BYX second Wednesday of each month at 1900 hours. 


We had a great presence at Field Day (June 23rd and 


24th) at Memorial Park in Fair Lawn. 
Newsletter Editor Ed Efchak 


It's only a matter of time before FL-RACES will have it's 


FL Town Liaison Gene Ottenheimer own call sign. Stay tuned. 
Continued on page 2. 
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July 20th, 2018 
August 17,2018 
August 18, 2018 
August 18-19, 2018 
September 14, 2018 
September 15-16, 2018 
October 19, 2018 
October 21, 2018 
October 27, 2018 
November 16, 2018 
November 23, 2018 
December 7, 2018 
December 21, 2018 


TBA 
TBA 


MASTER EVENT CALENDAR 
Jeff Regan NJ5R "Best Practices in Operating'--It's All About Etiquette" 
Vintage Station On The Air / Fred W2AAB and The History Committee (Clubhouse) 
Field Trip To Edison National Laboratory in West Orange 
North American QSO Party SSB 
Barry Cohen (K2JV) 
NJ QSO Party 
Ken Neubeck WB2AMU "6 Meter Operating During A Low Sunspot Cycle" 
Fair Lawn Street Fair (River Road) 
Field Trip To Thomas Edison Center, Menlo Park 
Andrea Slack (N2EZ) "The Art and Science of VHF Rovers" 
FLARC Auction 
FLARC Holiday Party and Annual Meeting 
The State Of The ARRL (Speaker TBD) 
Upcoming Activities 
RSGB Propagation Workshop 
W1TP Enigma Presentation w/Fair Lawn Public Library 


FLARC VEC Exams 


Our next test sessions are scheduled for Saturday, 
July 14th and July 28th beginning at 09:00 at the 
Community Center. No advanced registration is 
required but always appreciated. The fee is $15.00 
(cash or check). 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


Please bring positive identification (license, passport, 
etc.), your original license and a copy, original CSCE 
and a copy (if credit is needed). 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


Facebook: 


The full exam schedule is on the club calendar at the 
FairLawnARC.org website. For further information 


contact VE-Liason@FairLawnARC.org. 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC 


Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 


Please refer also to the "License Exams" link 


outube.FairLawnARC.or; : : 
on the main website-- 


Youtube: http: 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org 


http://testing.FairLawnARC.org 


We appreciate your support of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club! 
This is your Club! Be part of it! 
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Don't Forget! 2018 FLARC Speaker Series 
A Homework Assignment From Our Locations: 


Upcoming October Speaker 
SPEAKERS WHO ARE FLARC MEMBERS: 


Our October 19th speaker will be Ken Neubeck FLARC CLUBHOUSE 
(WB2AMU), one of the leaders in observing and 
using six meter propagation. SPEAKERS WHO ARE INVITED GUESTS: 
FAIR LAWN SENIOR CENTER 
In preparation of his presentation, Ken suggests that 
we listen on six meters from this point in time until 
the first week of August, and even participate in the Get Direct With FLARC! 
ARRL VHF contest on the second weekend in June, Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 
use or listen to six meters during Field Day, and the 


CQ WW VHF contest in July. http://apparel.FairlawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairlawnARC.org 
‘ 3 — p: q.Fai .org 
Typically, there will be some activity on the band i recrece ria iene ra 
p: : .org 
around that time. Members should listen on 50.125 http://exams.FairlawnARC.org 
for SSB activity and if there are some into FT8 mode, http://facebook.FairlawnARC.org 
listen on 50.313. http://news.FairlawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairlawnARC.org 
. _ http://tech.FairlawnARC.org 
The summer months are when Sporadic-E activity http://youtube. FairLawnARC.org 


occurs in force. Ken notes that he has recently had 
two consecutive days of skip into Georgia, Alabama NEW ! 


and other southern states. https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


He suggests that we listen as suggested and take 

notes, the talk wlll be more relevant and there FAIR LAWN 
would be some discussion about what they heard on 
Six Meters. 


age 
N +A» J 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Thanks and 73 


KEN WB2AMU 


June 2018 Blog Traffic 

June was an impressive month in visitors and in page 
views. .. Field Day interest perhaps and lots of bots. Here 
is the data: 


Change 


Views +32% 
Visitors +194% 
Posts 14 -57% 


And we continue to grow!! There is new content nearly 
every day so it's really worth the look to both 
: : FairLawnARC.org and the blog. 


WB2AMU speaking at Pacificon about six meter DX http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
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Fair Lawn RACES (Continued) 


As a reminder, the Bergen County RACES nets are held on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays every month at 1945 and 
various towns host these nets throughout the year. Two 
repeaters are utilized for these nets - Paramus, NJ (RX 
146.79 / TX 146.19, PL TX Tone 141.3) and Franklin Lakes, 
NJ (RX 146.79 / TX 146.19, PL TX Tone 162.2). The Franklin 
Lakes repeater is the primary repeater. 


If you are interested in joining the Fair Lawn RACES, please 
contact me. You don't have to be a Fair Lawn resident to 
be a part of Fair Lawn RACES. 


For information regarding Bergen County RACES, please go 
to http://www.bcnijraces.org. 


Thank you very much. 73 


David KD2MOB 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 

Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 


if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
FLARC was established in 1956 and has met continuously 
since inception. 


The club meets every Friday at 7PM at the club 
station in The Fair Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th 
Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. Business meetings are the first 
Friday of the month at 7:30 PM. 

Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has approximately 125 paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year/$20 for new members. 


For more information, please see our website, at 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.org 
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Ham Lite by Brian (KD2KLN) 


Hey Boo-Boo 
I detect some pic-a-nic 


baskets in this 
direction ONLY. 


[Vagi-Bear|| 


NEW! A new gathering place for club members has been 
set up on the Groups.io service ... Why another group? It 
has more features than our current WordPress 'blog' and 
allows members to select what and how they receive 
emails. This group might eventually replace our current 
blog. If you haven't signed up yet, check it out and sign 


up! 
https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


Interested in Chasing DX? 

A casual group of FLARCers including Van W2DLT, 
John KD2NRS, Brad KM2C, Karl W2KBF, Nomar NP4H, 
Steve WI2W, Larry WA2ALY, Fred W2AAB, and Jim 
W2JC have formed an email group to keep each other 
in touch in (real) time of when the rare or interesting 
ones show up to chase. Interested? See or contact 
Van W2DLT or Jim W2)JC. 
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FAIR LAWN'S 
TECHNOLOGY HOUSE! 
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Past FLARC Member Profiles "Best Operating Practices" Is The 


Here is a list of past member features and we Focus of July's FLARC Speaker -- 
welcome your recommendations for new profiles 


-- including your own. 


Month Name Call Sign 
January 2016 Pete KB2BMX Our July 20th program will focus on a timely and much- 


February Marco KC2ZMA needed topic of discussion in today's world of changing 


Jeff Regan (NJ5R) ° July 20% 


March Ron KC2TBD communication. 


April Kai K2TRW 
May Larry WA2ALY Jeff Regan (NJ5R) will discuss how to improve your 


jane Dave N8MAR operating practices, ham courtesy and "learning right 
July Steve Wi2w the first time" -- things we've never learned about good 


August Thain W2NZ operating or long forgotten as time goes by. 


September Brian KD2KLN 
October Brad KM2C 
November Al WA2O0WL 
December George W3EH 


While having a good station certainly helps, knowing 
WHAT to do and what NOT to do when you get on the 
air is even more important. He'll start off with some of 
the basics of good operating, and learn how to use 
January 2017 Fred W2ABE contests to become better operators. You won't be the 
February Dave KD2MOB same operator by the end the day and will be a force to 
March Randy WwU2S be reckoned with on the bands! 

April Lee KD2DRS 
May Gene wo2w The plan is to make the evening an active discussion, so 
June Carol KD2NMV be prepared with war stories, heroics, and instances of 
July Kevin KC2KCC what you've seen and heard while operating. 

August Robert KD2NOG 
September Robert KD2BKD Jeff is President of Tri-County Radio Association and 
October John KD2NRS brings a wealth of EMCOMM best practices to us as 
November Fred W2AAB Union County Assistant E.C., R.A.C.E.S., A.R.E.S., N.T.S. 
December Margaret W2GB Liaison , and ARRL VE. 

January 2018 Brian KD20AZ 
February Bennett KO20K He is also an Official Emergency Station, Official Relay 
March Van W2DLT Station, and E.M.T. and a retired volunteer with the 


April Aly ALOY Roselle Park F.A.S. 
May Bruce NJ2BK 
June Dave N2AAM 
July Karl and W2KBF and 
Susan W2SKT 


He is also a CPR Instructor, a retired Special Police 
Officer, an O.E.M. Officer and is Red Cross Certified in 
Disaster Services. 


So save the date, gather your stories and come to the 
Senior Center at 7PM on July 20th for a night of 
discussion and learning. 


By the way, Randy (WU2S) has compiled a binder of all 
back issues of The Resonator and it's located in the club FAIR LAWN 
office. Thanks Randy!!! Back issues are also available on es an 


our website. 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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The Near and Far Net 2018 Edison Fest Continues... 


Now Also At Menlo Park!! 


Now starting its second year, the FLARC Near and Far 
net is off to a good start for 2018. Here is list of our 
check-ins beginning on New Year's Night in no At the BARA hamfest we ran into Chuck (K2RRV) who 
particular order. Mondays at 8PM on the repeater. also doubles as a tour guide to the Thomas Edison 

Center and Menlo Park Museum, separate from our 


Gime Call August trip to the Edison Lab in West Orange. 


Gene 


wo2W 


Van 


W2DLT 


Thom 


W2NZ 


Steve 


WA2YRA 


Ed 


WX2R 


Fred 


W2AAB 


Karl 


W2KBF 


Brian 


KD2KLN 


Dave 


NK2Q 


Ron 


KC2TBD 


Dave 


KD2MOB 


Jim 


Ww2JC 


Mike 


KC2ZX 


Steve 


WA2BYX 


Robert 


KB2BKD 


Susan 


WE6SKT 


Steve 


WwIi2W 


Brad 


KM2C 


John 


KD2NRS 


Art 


WA2KXE 


Brian 


KD20AZ 


Brian 


W2EMC 


John 


KD2NRS 


Randy 


WU2S 


Jon 


KD2PDS 


Menlo Park was Edison's first laboratory and he later 
moved to West Orange to be closer to New York for 
business purposes. 


We've set Saturday, October 27th as a day for a visit 
with Chuck leading the tour. Admission is $5.00 and will 


be quite a complement to our earlier visit. 


Let Ed (WX2R) know of your interest and we can take it 
from there. 


Edison Monument at Menlo Park 


More Elsewhere in The Resonator!! 


July 2018 Net Controls 


SEE THE NOTE RELATED TO THE SCHEDULING OF NET Street Fair TNX 


CONTROL OPERATORS NEAR THE END OF THIS ISSUE. 
A FLARC thanks to our volunteers for this year's 

Remember the W2NPT FLARC repeater is at 145.470 (-) Radburn Street Fair... 

with a PL tone of 167.9. The net starts promptly at 2000 

local time. Everyone is welcome. 


Jim (W2JC), Karl (W2KBF), Judith (KC2LTM), Fred 


(W2ABE), Ed (WX2R), Skip (KD2BRV), Thom (W2NZ), 
[Date | Net Control | captain" Larry (WA2ALY), Roz (KD2GKA), Zach 


July 2 


W2KBF 


July 9 


Open 


July 16 


WX2R 


July 23 


KD2MOB 


July 30 
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Open 


(KC2RSS), Dave (KD2MOB) 


Lots of fun and great exposure for the club. 
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The Way We Were -- "Whatever Became Of...?" 
By Fred Belghaus (W2AAB) 


This month we fix our historian’s gaze on local amateur radio clubs from the 
Bergen/Passaic County area, most of which are no longer in existence. 


Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


Most of us are aware of at least two active general interest amateur radio clubs in Bergen County—FLARC, of course, and 
the Bergen Amateur Radio Association (B.A.R.A.). But did you know that at over the years, there were more than fifty 
amateur radio clubs in Bergen County? 


Many of these were school clubs, in both Middle and High Schools. Four were located at colleges, one was a Military club. 
The rest were local clubs serving a particular town or vicinity. Let’s look at them chronologically, and see what happened 
to them. 


The earliest club to be established was located at Hackensack High School. It was the Boy’s Wireless Club of Hackensack 
High School which was licensed in 1914, with the call 2UH. (1) That was before the days when prefixes were used ahead 
of the call area. Callbook records show that the station was licensed to run 90 watts, and the transmitter in those days 
was spark. The call only existed for a short time, however, and it wasn’t until about 1971 that another club would be 
established at Hackensack High School. Its call then was WA2LYJ. There is still a club there now, but the call has been 
changed to K2HHS, a vanity call. The original holder of K2HHS was a ham in Saddle Brook, who became a Silent Key many 
years ago, and | doubt that he had any connection with the club or with Hackensack High School. 


The second earliest club was established at Ridgewood High School in 1920. Their call in those days was 2AEU. (2) This 
was probably also a spark station, at least at first. They were licensed for 500 watts. Ridgewood High would have two 
more calls later. The first was W2AQM, which first appears in the 1931 Callbook. This call was active until about 1935. 
Then, after about a 15 year hiatus, they became re-licensed as W2YNU, a call that they held at least until 1971. Here’s an 
example of their QSL card... 


Source: eBay 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (2) 


The card confirms a QSO on 40 meter SSB, sometime in the 1960’s. The rig listed was a Swan transceiver (probably a Swan 350), 
and a dipole antenna. The operator’s name was Newell, but no personal call is listed. 


There is no longer an amateur radio club at Ridgewood High. Today, they have a Badminton Club, a Woodworking Club, and 
even a Cambodia Club—but no amateur radio club. Come on, Reggie Ridgewood, you can do better than that! 


In the late 1920’s, the Ridgefield Park Radio and Television Club was formed. Its call was 2BLQ. (3) This station became W2BLQ 
as of October 1, 1928, when prefixes were first required. It was located at what was then the Ridgefield Park YMCA building at 
299 Main Street. Shortly thereafter, another YMCA-based club was established, the Hackensack Radio Association, located at 
the Hackensack YMCA at 360 Main Street. Its call was W2BJI, which first appears in 1930. Neither of these clubs existed for 
long, and both YMCA’s were consolidated some time ago into the YMCA of Greater Bergen County, at the Hackensack address. 


The 1930's saw greater club activity. Two clubs started up at about the same time; the Cliffside Park High School Radio Club, 
W2AQS, which was located in the Grantwood section of town, and the George Washington Radio Club, located at the George 
Washington (Middle) School in Ridgewood. The call was W2AEZ. Trustee of the George Washington club was Ms. Genevieve 
Mac Keeby, whose personal call was W2CMK. This appears to be the first amateur radio club in Bergen County established by a 
female amateur operator. 


In 1935, two more clubs made their appearance. One was the North American Radio Club in Hackensack, with the call W2FSL. 
This club was devoted to Short Wave listening as well as amateur radio. (1) The second was W2HBE, the Memorial Radio Club 
located at the corner of Englewood Avenue (now West Englewood Avenue) and Armory Street in Englewood, and about which | 
can find no further information. Both calls disappeared from the Callbook by 1939. 


One more club was formed in 1937, the Tele-Radio Club in Garfield, located at Garfield High School. The name suggests an 
interest in both television and radio. Its call was W2KID, and it lasted until 1947. 


| found three clubs newly established during the 1940’s. The first two were evidently formed sometime in 1941. First of these 
was the Tenafly High School Amateur Radio Club with the call W2NQM, and the Bel-Ham Radio Association, in Garfield, 
W2NTO. Both calls were last listed in the 1947 Callbook. Sometime in the early 1970’s, Tenafly High School acquired the call 
WB2ZZM. At present, the call is W1THS, with Dave Popkin, W2CC, listed as Trustee. 


The third club was the Rutherford High School Radio Club, W2VIN, which was issued in 1947, and whose final listing was in 
1948. Why this listing was so brief is unknown. 


It appears that two new clubs first made their appearance in 1949. The first was the Northern New Jersey Amateur Radio 
Association, W2DAY, which was located at the American Red Cross Headquarters at 60 Grand Avenue, Englewood. Their call 
first appeared in the Spring edition of the 1950 Callbook. Many years later, | recall, in a private conversation, that most 
members were “old timers,” who had a very simple station set up at the Red Cross building, and who were little interested in 
recruiting young hams or aspiring hams. This club was last listed in the 1967 Callbook. The American Red Cross facility in 
Englewood no longer exists, either. 


In the same edition of the 1950 Callbook, the second new club station was W2YMO, licensed to the Bergen College Amateur 
Radio Club, located at 1000 River Road, Teaneck. This is the same address as Fairleigh Dickinson University’s Metropolitan 
Campus, but the different school name is a mystery. In 1950, Fairleigh Dickinson College already existed as a Junior College, 
prior to its becoming a University. Note also that this is not the same institution as Bergen Community College. The call W2YMO 
was last listed in the 1952 Callbook. 


In 1952, the Ridgewood Amateur Radio Club made its first appearance under the call W2GTD. The Trustee was Frederick De 
Jager, W2CGJ. This call existed until 1960, when it was replaced by W2CGIJ, the former call of its late Trustee. W2CGJ remained 
licensed as the club call at least until 1972, but it no longer exists. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (3) 


Also in 1952, the call W2HOQ was first listed as the Ramapo Valley Amateur Radio Club, originally located at the Ramsey 
Municipal Building. The call remained active until 1963. The only person known by the author to have been a member of this 
club was the late Bob May, K2GCL, whose call is now licensed as one of the repeaters operated by the Bergen County FM 
Association, of which Bob was once also an active member. 


The State Line Radio Club of New York and New Jersey was apparently first licensed in 1954 as K2LSA. This club is one of the 
few to remain active, also operating several FM repeaters. The repeaters are located in Pearl River, New York. Here’s a home- 
made QSL from them for a QSO during the 1968 Field Day, signed by Robert “Ollie” Ollweiler, W2BZA... 


@TH:_ALPINE, NX 
FieLp Day - TE-LINE A.R.C 1963 


C2LSAlZ 


OT a 
RADIO WB2CcST CONF. oo 6/23 19.62 AT OS: 2 
_14S mz AS. Your SiGNAL RST. Z 
Ww. 


. ANT: 
S 


; 


TRUSTEE a2 OFFICER: : 4 
SIENATURE 


RMA: 


iS ae) See es 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


In 1955, a club was established as the Fairleigh Dickinson College Electronics Club, located at 1000 River Road, Teaneck. Its call 
was K2RWI, which remained in the Callbook until 1960. The call expired, but in 1965, the author and Alan Gruber, WB2HIJZ, re- 
established a radio club at Fairleigh Dickinson University. Our call was WB2VVA, first located in the Nuclear Lab (with a truly 
deafening and signal-blanking noise level on all bands. We later moved our station to the basement of the Library building, a 
much quieter location. 


Our rig was a Swan 350 for HF with a Hallicrafters HA-1 “T.O.” Keyer and Vibroplex “Vibrokeyer” paddle. On 6 meters, we ran a 
Swan 250. The HF antenna was a tri-band beam, and for 6, a 4 element beam, both installed on the roof of the Library. Despite 
a coax run in excess of 100 feet, we still got out pretty well. After Alan and | graduated, there were no new members to renew 
the license, so our call expired again. Here’s our QSL... 


1000 River Rd. Teaneck N.J. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (4) 


At present, listed under the School of Computer Sciences and Engineering, there is a brief statement announcing the upcoming 
formation of a new amateur radio club at the Metropolitan campus in Teaneck. Go Knights! 


Meanwhile, at the once existing Rutherford campus, two radio clubs were formed shortly thereafter. One was the Fairleigh 
Dickinson University Electronics Society, K2VRN, first appearing in the Winter, 1957 Callbook, followed by the Fairleigh 
Dickinson Amateur Radio Society, under the call K2RKM, which first shows up in the Winter, 1958 Callbook. K2VRN disappears 
from the Callbook in 1959, and K2RKM was last listed in 1962. The Rutherford campus was subsequently closed, and 
consolidated with the Teaneck Metropolitan Campus, its buildings sold to Felician College. 


There was one Military amateur radio club in Bergen County from the early days through about 1960. The military referred to 
these clubs as “Military Recreation” stations. Its call was K2WBQ, and it was licensed first in 1955 at the U.S. Army Reserve 
Training Center in Paramus. Only a partial address appeared in the Callbook, “RFD 4, W.150...” (possibly West Century Road). 
The call expired in 1960. The author recalls seeing military maneuvers being conducted on West Century Road in the late 1950’s 
and early 1960’s, when the area was still undeveloped. Today, this location is a complex of office buildings and condos. 

In 1956, the Pascack Ham Shack was licensed as K2UHO. Its only address was “Piermont” in Hillsdale. This was probably the 
club station of the Pascack Valley High School, located at 200 Piermont Avenue. Nothing further is known about this club, except 
that their call was only listed in the Callbook until 1960. 


Meanwhile, sometime in 1957, the Teaneck High School Electronics Club was assigned the call K2ZOH. The call was last listed as 
active in 1961. 


In that same year, the River Dell Sparks was licensed as K2ZWH. This was the River Dell High School, part of the River Dell School 
District in River Edge. The call was last listed in 1963. 


Also in 1957, the North Jersey DX Association was formed. This well-known club is the organization operating the second call 
area incoming DX QSL Bureau. Many of its members have been from Bergen and Passaic Counties. Originally, the club had no 
call of its own, but one of its members was Earl Lucas, W2JT of Wayne. When Lucas died around 1970, the club obtained his call 
as amemorial. Club members had distinctive QSL cards. Here’s one... 


NORTH JERSEY 
DX Assocration 


Source: Author’s QSL file 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (5) 


Ed Hopper, W2GT, was one the club’s most prominent members. He hosted a column in CQ Magazine for many years devoted 
to County Hunting and other award hunting activities. The author met Ed at several NJDXA meetings in the early 1980’s. At one 
meeting, Ed graciously acted as “card checker” for my CQ-DX Award, a DX award sponsored by CQ Magazine for a minimum of 
100 confirmed DX entities. One other member of NJDXA was heard to remark about this selfless act of Ed’s, “He’ll sure get to 
heaven.” Ed was a true gentleman, and one of those old time hams about whom it could be said, “They don’t make them like 
that anymore.” 


In 1958, the Wallington High School Radio Club first appeared, under the call K2GAK. The club remained active until the 1970’s, 
but no longer exists. 


Also in 1958, the call K2JAU was assigned to the Westwood High School Amateur Radio Club, on Third Avenue. The call expired 
in 1968. 


One more local club made its debut about 1958. Originally called the Passaic Amateur Radio Club, it was issued the call K2DEL. 
But several years later, their name was changed to the Knight Raiders VHF Club, retaining the K2DEL call. Here’s their QSL card... 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


The Knight Raiders were one of several local clubs concentrating on VHF, and also one that was regularly active in the various 
ARRL VHF contests. The QSL above confirms a contact on 6 meter SSB during the September, 1970 VHF contest. It is signed by 
Jack Wilk, K2KDQ. Jack was the main honcho of this club until serious illness forced him to retreat into the sidelines for a year or 
two. In the interim, his call expired, and he had to become re-licensed as N2DXP. 


After Wilk’s death several years later, the club call was kept alive by one of their members, who had since moved to Florida. But 
the New Jersey contingent was also able to keep the club active by obtaining Wilk’s original call, K2KDQ as a memorial. 
Members of the club were able at one time to have member QSLs printed in the same style as the original club card. It is 
believed that these cards may have been printed locally by Stu, K2RPZ, formerly of Passaic. 


Two school clubs were established in 1959. The first of these was the Earbenders Radio Club, WA2IOR. Its address was simply, 
“River Road” in what was then known as East Paterson, now Elmwood Park. Although no verifying information can be found, it 
is believed that this was the club call of East Paterson High School, later known as John F. Kennedy Memorial High School, and 
now Elmwood Park High School. The author welcomes any clarification of this point. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (6) 


In 1959, the Fair Lawn High School Amateur Radio Club was organized by Lowell Van’t Slot, W2DLT, and Leroy “Skip” Osborn, 
K2RJF. At first, the club used the call W2GHP, which belonged to Donald Fusco, then the Superintendent of Schools for Fair 
Lawn. Shortly thereafter, the club was issued the call WA2KMH, with Fusco as Trustee. 


The club was located in an unused former projection booth over what was the original school gym and auditorium. The first 
transmitter was homebrew, using a 6L6 final and running about 15 watts input. The author was once a member of this club, 
from 1962 through 1965, and the original, rack mounted transmitter was still present, though no longer used. By 1962, the 
transmitter was a Johnson Viking Il, matching Model 122 VFO, and a National NC-183D receiver. The antenna was a Mosley TA- 
33 Junior directly overhead on the roof. Plenty of DX was worked on 20 meters, the club’s main band of operation. Here’s a 
QSL dating from the early 1960’s... 


FAIR LAWR,. NEW JERSEY 
FAIR LAWN HIGH SCHOOL RADIO CLUB 
BURDAN & BURBANK STREETS 


— 


t. 


BK GAROS, 2 KULIK ST., CLIFTON, N. J, 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


Members prior to the author’s own membership were, in addition to Van’t Slot and Osborn, Eugene Levy, WV2SPI, Stanley 
Cherkasky, WA2BKJ, and Ken Dreyfack, WA2QYZ, among others unknown. Only “Van” and “Skip” remain active in amateur radio 
today. 


The upperclassmen members in 1962-’63 were Chuck Busch, WA2OVK, Ed Eckel, WA2YYR, Rich Delgado, WB2DAP, Ron Straut, 
WN2BZD, and Gene Ottenheimer, WB2HID (now WO2W). Walter Polifka and Bill Lowry were also members, but unlicensed. 


Among the graduating class of 1965 were, in addition to the author, Steve Glazer, WB2ERM (now W2SG), Barry Sykes, WB2GHL 
(now WV2X), Bob Clark, WB2FKU (now KV2Y), Dave Shapiro, WB2APW, and Dennis Busch, WV2VXR. Boyd Loving and Bruce 
Benjamin were also members, but unlicensed. The club remained active until the death of Trustee Fusco in 2005, after which 
the call expired. 


In 1960, the New Milford High School Radio Club received the call WA2LMK, and it remained licensed for several years, finally 
disappearing by the 1969 edition of the Callbook. 


The 1960’s saw the greatest increase in new club licenses. Three High School clubs were licensed in 1961 alone. These were the 
Bergenfield High School Amateur Radio Club, WA2QB) (active until 1972); the Ridgefield Park High School Amateur Radio Club, 
WA2QxXx (active until 1972); and the Don Bosco High School Amateur Radio Club, WA2TWF, in Ramsey, whose license expired 
in 1966. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (7) 


Also in 1961, the Windblowers VHF Society was licensed as W2ZDR, a memorial to the call’s original holder, Harold Harlow of 
North Haledon, evidently an original, key member of that club. Until at least 1971, the club’s mailing address was that of Walt 
Bernadyn, W2FPM, first in Wyckoff, then Mahwah. Bernadyn later changed his call to W2FP. Here’s a club QSL... 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


The QSL confirms a contact on 6 meters during the June, 1966 ARRL VHF Contest. Equipment in use was a homebrew 
transmitter running 75 watts input, a National NC-300 HF receiver with a 6 meter receiving converter. No antenna is specified, 
and no QTH is given. They were probably operating from some mountainous area in the Northern New Jersey section. The card 
is signed by Walt Bernadyn, W2FPM. 


The Windblowers were a very active VHF club, with members from the Bergen, Passaic and Morris County areas. Members, as 
well as the club station were active on all bands from 6 through 220 MHz, and several were active on even higher bands. 


One of their main activities, in addition to operating in all the VHF contests, was to hold regular on-air meetings on 2 meters. 
Every year during the early to mid 1960’s, they also sponsored an event called the “Big Blow,” in which they set up portable 
stations on 2 meters in 4 states—New Jersey, New York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania. If you could work all four, you’d get a 
certificate from the club. Unfortunately, | was never able to work all four, and don’t have an example of this certificate to 
include here. In the 1970’s, they established a 2 meter simplex FM frequency for their net. The club does not appear to be 
currently active. 


In 1962, several new clubs were established, and issued callsigns. The first was the Glen Rock High School Radio Club, WA2VLQ. 
This club was occasionally active until 1969, when the call expired. Next was the Bogota Amateur Radio Club, WA2WAZ. They 
remained licensed until 1967. Shortly thereafter, the Bergen Catholic High School Amateur Radio Club entered the fray with 
the call WA2WSP. The call remained in the Callbook until 1972. Finally, the Field Day Needle Benders Amateur Radio Club was 
licensed under the call WB2AFU, whose mailing address was that of Frank, WA2DPH, in Cresskill. The club call expired in 1967, 
and no further information is known about them. 


Also in 1962, another very active VHF club was established. This was the East Coast VHF Society, WA2WEB. This club was active 
in all the VHF contests, and it was also one of the earliest clubs to make a serious effort at EME (Moonbounce) on 2 meters. The 
club members hailed chiefly from Bergen and Passaic Counties, and most were active on 6 and 2 meters, several also active on 
higher bands, up to 1296 MHz. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (8) 


Some of its active members were Rene Shaw, WB2NCB of Saddle Brook; Bill Dunkerly, WA2INB of Elmwood Park; the Davies 
“clan,” K2MPT, K2MPU, and WA2FCV of Saddle Brook; Harold Thompson, W2QCR of Elmwood Park; Bill Tracy, K2GNA of 
Maywood; Larry Kobza, W2NTY of Saddle Brook, and Dr. Allen Katz, K2UYH, a pioneer in EME work. 


They sponsored a number of events locally, including several hamfests at the Saddle River Park in Saddle Brook, an event at the 
former Champagne Towers in Lodi, hosting WOR radio personality, humorist, and famous ham Jean Shepherd, K2ORS, and later, 
an FM/Repeater Forum at the Garden State Plaza in Paramus. 

Here’s their club QSL... 


Fano oS Ze Ae 


at OES AL fog poe, Sapien 
Source: Author’s QSL file 


Here’s one more member QSL, from a now well-known member of FLARC... 


SAK 
SS Beeore 
MAES eri ING 


ae 


a 


i nee 
TY WA2WEB ~~ Sk 
“is 88 


ee ee tS 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (9) 


The card from W2DLT confirms a contact during the September, 1967 VHF Contest. Equipment in use included an E.F. Johnson 
“Thunderbolt” linear amplifier, running 700 watts on 2 meters, with a Military Collins 51J-4 receiver, and the antenna was a 6 
element quad. 


One of the club’s most famous activities was an annual “Antenna Gain Measuring Contest,” which was held at their hamfest 
sites. This event was similar to one held on the West Coast by a group of VHF-UHF amateurs there. The idea was for hams to 
bring their favorite VHF or UHF antenna to the hamfest, and have it tested for actual forward gain, front-to-side and front-to- 
back ratio. 


The author remembers a certain Saddle Brook ham that brought his monster 64 element 2 meter colinear array to one of these 
events. He liked to boast of his big signal, but when measured, this behemoth showed a forward gain of minus 6 dB. In other 
words, despite its enormous size, it was actually an attenuator! He disappeared from the 2 meter band shortly thereafter. 


The club still exists, or at least, the club call is still valid, but it appears to have fallen into inactivity in recent years. 


Sometime in the early 1960’s the Englewood Amateur Radio Association was established, almost exclusively as a Field Day club. 
The club did not have its own callsign then, so it used the calls of members. The first was W2MM (W2 “Mickey Mouse”), which 
was licensed to Earl Thomas of Englewood. In the late 1960’s, when Thomas became a Silent Key, his call was taken up by the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association as its official club callsign, since he had been a longtime and prominent member of that 
organization. 


The Englewood club then started using the call of Henry Shelleday, who lived in West Milford, in rural Passaic County. 
Shelleday’s call was W2RJ. The author operated with the Englewood group on several Field Days in the early 1970's, along with 
current FLARC member, Jim, W2JC, who was W2BVE in those days. Here is one of the E.A.R.A. Field Day QSL cards... 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


The Englewood Field Day operations were legendary. They attracted a large number of operators, and typically ran more than 
10 transmitters simultaneously on site, which was in a park in Englewood. The QSL above states that they were first place 
overall in the 1968 Field Day. On the reverse side of the card, they state that they were operating 12A Class, with twelve 
transmitters. In one year, they set a new Field Day record of operating in the 22A Class, having somehow managed to pile 22 
transmitters onto their Field Day operation! When licensee Shelleday also became a Silent Key, the club obtained his callsign as 
their club call, which is still active. 


In 1963, the Zephyr VHF Society entered the list of licensed radio clubs. Their call was W2LST, a call that once was licensed to 
Dominick Ferrari of Oakland. This club was only active during the various ARRL VHF Contests, operating usually from Skyline 
Drive in Oakland, near the summit of the Ramapo Mountains. They always turned in a high score, usually winning the Northern 
New Jersey section—until another local club gave them some real competition. The club is no longer active. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (10) 


The club that was the Zephyr VHF Society’s nemesis was called the 6220 Club. Its name suggested that the operators 
concentrated on 6 and 2 meters and 220 MHz. Although they did not have their own club call, they used the call of Gerry 
Skudera, W2PEZ, who lived in Bloomingdale, in Passaic County. 


Starting in 1963, this club took top honors in our section, often operating all VHF bands up to 220 or 432 MHz. One of their 
prominent operators was Doug Sharp, W2NNL in those days (later W2YT), who lived in Wyckoff. The author can still clearly 
remember Sharp’s deep, authoritative voice racking up contact after contact while operating their contest station. The call 
W2PEZ has been re-issued as a vanity call derived from the present licensee’s last name. 


Also in 1963, two more school clubs made their appearance. The first of these was the Queen of Peace Boys High School Radio 
Club, located in North Arlington. Their club call was WB2ELE. The club no longer exists, and neither does the school, having held 
its final commencement in June, 2017. The status of the school property is now uncertain. 


Shortly thereafter, the Paramus High School Radio Club was established with the call WB2FID. This club remained active for 
another ten years or so before its call expired, and the call re-issued to an amateur on Long Island. 


No list of local clubs would be complete without mention of the Seven-Eleven Amateur Radio Club. This club appears to have 
been established sometime in 1963 in the Garfield area. Although they had no call of their own, they were once a serious 
contest oriented club, their members primarily active in the ARRL DX Contest and Sweepstakes. They also operated on Field Day 
under the call of John Speruggio, K2ZSS. 


The author recalls at least some of the members. They included John, K2ZSS, of Garfield; Rob, WB2CRX of Passaic; Tom, 
WA2BRW of Saddle Brook; Don, K2KFP of Dumont; Ed, WB2FUU of Garfield; Brian, WB20UZ of Totowa, and Richard, 
W2LYO of Nutley. 


The club issued distinctive QSL cards for its members, a few examples of which are shown below... 


yEN-ELey, & 
ev asf. Ge Bay 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (10) 


al 
Acs 


DON PETERMANN | Member of 
81 Bedford Road EVEN-ELEVEN ARC 
Dumont, Bergen Co., N. J. of Northern New Jersey 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


Most of the club’s original members have become Silent Keys. The only known living former member is Ed, WB2FUU, now 
inactive and living in Maryland. 


Around 1964, the Land-Rovers Amateur Radio Club was issued the call W2FCL, a call which had belonged to the late Al Tatka of 


Clifton. Most members were from Clifton and surrounding towns. Here’s their club QSL card... 


CLIFTON. NEW JERSEY 


P.O. BOX 563 ALLWOOD STATION 07012 


cl 


LAND-ROVERS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ~~ 


Source: Author’s QSL file 


This card confirms a 2 meter contact in the January, 1969 VHF Sweepstakes. The equipment used was a Gonset “Communicator 
ll,” and a “Big Wheel” antenna. Operation was from Maywood. The card is signed by Jim, W2BVE, (now W2)JC), and presently, 
another FLARC member. 


As suggested by their name, the Land-Rovers were famous for their many jaunts to portable field locations, especially during 
VHF contests. Many members were also members of Army MARS and Clifton Civil Defense RACES. 


One year, the author operated with them during the January VHF Sweepstakes from the Clifton Civil Defense vehicle, parked on 
top of snow-covered Garrett Mountain. Yes, we had plenty of heat from a propane heater! Another time, the author joined 
them for a trip to a location on the Pennsylvania side above the Delaware Water Gap for the September, 1968 VHF contest, in 
the shadow of a large fire tower. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (11) 


Since the mid 1960’s, they have operated a 2 meter repeater, (146.11/.61), from a site on Garrett Mountain. 


In 1965, three more clubs became licensed. First, the Northern Valley Amateur Radio Club, licensed to the High School of that 
name, with the call WB2NUV. The mailing address in Demarest suggests that the probable Trustee was ex-Fair Lawn-ite and 
FLARC member Hal Kennedy, WA2QPW in those days, and now N4GG. 


The second was the Teaneck Police Athletic League Radio Club, WB2NUW. They once had a small clubhouse at 1070 Belle 
Avenue in Teaneck, which could be plainly seen from Route 4, and which sported a variety of antennas, mainly VHF. Here’s their 
QSL from those days... 


TEANECK POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE RADIO CLUB 


WER2ZNUW 


Box 242 Teaneck, N.J. 
1.8Mc 3.5 Mc 7Mc 14 Mc 21 Mc 28 Mc 50 Mc 
144 Mc 220 Mc 432 Mc 1296 Mc 
AM cw SSB FM FSK AFSK TV Pulse 


Support Your P.A.L. 
Pse QSL Tnx 


Source: Author’s QSL collection 


The reverse side of the card says, “You have worked the first P-A-L station in the world.” The club was very active in VHF 
contests, and remained licensed until the P.A.L. clubhouse on Belle Avenue was demolished some years ago. 


In Clifton, a military club was licensed. This was the U.S. Naval Reserve Training Center, WB2RWA, on Piaget Avenue. This was 
also a MARS station, having the call NOEXA. (5) It is no longer licensed. 


In 1965, the author joined the Bergen Amateur Radio Association. It is believed that this well known club had its beginnings a 
year or two prior to that. At the time, they did not have a club call, so they used a member’s call for their operating activities, 
especially Field Day. The first of these recalled was in 1965, when the call of Al Sundberg, W2ADK, was used. 


In 1968, the club used the call of Dan Rosenbaum, W2JCI, for their Field Day operation, which took place from Camp Tamarack, a 
Boy Scout camp, in Oakland. Here’s a hand-made QSL confirming that Field Day operation... 


(a) : NT 
QTH: > SEEN “ N 1968 


Rapio, WE2cST Cone, cr 2020 2 ene 


YOUR SIGNAL RST. , 
Ric: ANT: Author’s QSL 


ee 
SPERATING FROM: E RCE County file 
Dan ROsEnsaum , CH. ePR: ZYiess a 


DLSEMATURE 


On maz 


RMX. 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (12) 


This was for a contact on 2 meter AM, and the card is signed by Dan, the licensee. Years later, the club obtained the vanity call 
K2BAR, which is still very active. 


Two new school clubs became licensed in 1965. The first was the St. Joseph’s Radio Club, WB2RWE, which was located at St. 
Joseph’s Regional High School in Montvale. The second was the Hackensack Junior High School Radio Club, with the call 
WB2SHH. Both calls expired after five years, and the call WB2SHH was re-issued to an amateur in Ridgewood. 


1966 saw the appearance of the Demarest Public School Radio Society, WB2WAI, in Closter. The club continued under this 
name and call until 1971, when the name of the club was changed to the Northern Highlands Radio Society. It no longer exists. 


Also in 1966, the Hawthorne High School Radio Club obtained the call WB2YFU. The call existed only as long as its five year 
term, expiring in 1971. 


In 1967, the first local commercial entity to obtain an amateur radio club call was the C.S.I. Amateur Radio Association, with the 
call WB2YAE. What the abbreviation “C.S.I.” represented is not known, but the author believes that it may have been a company 
involved with satellite services. It was located on the northbound side of Route 17 in Paramus, just south of Route 4. Their 
triband beam on the roof could be plainly seen from the highway. The author once contacted the club station on 20 meter CW, 
but no QSL card was received. The call expired around 1970, when the company either moved from the area, or ceased to exist. 
Any further information about this station would be appreciated. 


Also in 1967, two more school clubs became licensed. The first was the Waldwick High School Radio Club, WB2YCJ, and the 
second was the Englewood School for Boys Radio Club, WB2ZVE. Both calls expired after 5 years. In 1993, the Englewood 
school merged with the Dwight School for Girls, and became the Dwight-Englewood School. 


1969 saw the establishment of the Ridgefield Amateur Radio Club, WA2CVG, which only appears in the Callbook until the 1971 
edition. The call was later re-issued to a RACES station in Albany County, New York. 


This brings us to the early 1970’s, and to the end of our period of historical study. There were three more clubs licensed during 
this period: the Bergenfield Amateur Radio Klub (B.A.R.K.), WA2DZE; the Paramus Catholic Boys High School Radio Club, 
WA2PDG; and the Northern Valley Regional High School Radio- 

Electronics Club in Demarest, whose call was WA2QNI. 


All three calls have expired, but the only club the author remembers as being active was the club at Paramus Catholic, which was 
established by Brother “Pat” Dowd, originally W2ZTV, and later, W2GK. Brother “Pat” was a mentor, and avid collector of rare, 
antique vacuum tubes. He was also a member of the North Jersey DX Association, and at least one NJDXA meeting was held at 
the school. 


In Passaic County, three more clubs became licensed. The first was the Clifton Radio Explorer Post, a Boy Scouts activity, with 
the call WA2RAA. Also in Clifton, the Columbus Amateur Radio Club, WB2OBC, was located at the Columbus Middle School on 
Piaget Avenue. The third was the Passaic Amateur Radio Club, WA2YXQ. All three clubs ceased to exist after their five year 
license term. 

More might have been said about the clubs in this article, if only more information was known about them. If anyone reading 
this can supply further historical information, it would be most welcome. 


73, 


Fred, W2AAB 
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The Way We Were (Continued) (13) 


NOTES: 


(1) Radio Stations of the United States, July 1, 1914, Department of Commerce, Bureau of Navigation, Radio Service, U.S. 
Government Printing Office. 

(2) Radio Stations of the United States, June 30, 1920, Department of Commerce, Bureau of Navigation, Radio Service, U.S. 
Government Printing Office. 

(3) This and all subsequent callsign data obtained from issues of the “Radio Amateur’s Callbook Magazine,” later known as 
the “Callbook Magazine,” and from current FCC records, available online at: 
http://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.js 

(4) Berg, Jerome S. The Early Shortwave Stations: A Broadcasting History Through 1945. (Available online at: 
https://archive.org/stream/TheEarlyShortwaveStations/TheEarlyShortwaveStations djvu.txt 
U.S. Navy Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS) Call Sign Supplement DNC8 (Supp-1), Dept. of the Navy, Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations, August, 1966, Change 2, 4/17/67. Available at: www.navy-radio.com/manuals/mars-dnc8- 
supp1a.pdf 


Corrections and Amplifications 


ADDENDUM 
June, 2018 “The Way We Were” 


Sometimes late copy and tight deadlines make for strange bedfellows. In the published version of last month’s column, two 

items were inadvertently omitted upon publication. The title of last month’s column was supposed to be “Crazy Days.” One 
page of text was also missing. So we goofed. The page describes one of our more “colorful” members, a guy named Jimmy. 

Here is the missing text... 


<><><><><> 


Then there was Jimmy. Jimmy was a chain smoker of Camels, and our source for an endless supply of dirty jokes. Jimmy could 
blow smoke rings better than anyone | ever knew. He never got his amateur license, but he liked to build equipment. One of his 
projects was to convert a World War II surplus VHF transmitter known as an SCR-522 to the 2 meter band, presumably for his 
use as an intended Technician class. He never finished it. 


“Jimmy” by Anonymous 
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Corrections and Amplifications: The Way We Were (Continued) 

One night, Jimmy brought a book to the club. Jimmy wasn’t much of a reader, so we wondered what sort of book might have 
held his interest. It was called, The Cradle of Erotica, written by Allen Edwardes and R.E.L. Masters. It purported to be a 
scholarly work devoted to the sexual practices of African and Asian peoples. Despite its pretensions, it was little more than soft 
core porn, full of misinformation and absurdities. Nevertheless, it was a best seller in those days, and considered quite racy. 


The “Pizza Kids” heard about it, and wanted to read it. Jimmy, wisely, made up a story that an Auxiliary cop had come upstairs, 
found it, and confiscated it. In fact, the book made the rounds among us older teen members, our beardless faces popping with 
freshly grown pimples. The “Pizza Kids” never found out. 

<><><><><> 
73, 


Fred W2AAB 


Also, a correction to the W2DG call sign. A true editor's scotoma. Apologies to Peggy. 


A Look Back At Field Day 1993 
Twenty five years goes by ina flash... A big TNX to Glenn (KB2MDR) for providing his FD pix from not so long 
ago. You might recognize at least one member among the group. 


Field Day - Fair Lawn 1993 


Field Day - Fair Lawn 
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Zero Dollar Antenna Builds (Part One) 
by Brian Cirulnick KD2KLN 


A few weeks back, | joked to Ed Efchak about the size The Resonator was getting to, and said that "all we need is an antenna 
construction article and we're ready to compete with QST". Then | realized | had to write that article, as one of my growing 
passions within the Ham Radio hobby is building antennas, especially with junk | already may have laying around the house. 

In this article, I'm going to concentrate on a “zero-dollar build” for your handheld VHF/UHF radio, because that's what most 
hams start off with these days, and building these kinds of antennas is what got me started and led me to enjoy building 
antennas! 


In figure 1, | lay out the materials you'll need. Almost all of this should exist already in your home; if not, it's all geared to be 
obtainable VERY cheaply (I love dollar stores!): 


Painter's Sticks (these are FREE at Home Depot or any hardware or paint store) 

Cardboard (surely you have an Amazon box or something laying around) 

Glue and/or Duct Tape (Elmers glue or any kind of glue will work) 

Zip Ties (optional, but you can get these now at any good dollar store) 

Wire (look in your basement, see if there's some scrap house wiring) 

and now, the only part you might have to pay for, some scrap coax cable with a connector 
you can adapt to your handheld (unless you already have a radio junk-box of stuff) 


You might also need the following tools: 
M@ Awire cutter 
Magic marker such as a Sharpie 
A wire stripper (or a sharp knife, your teeth, anything that can tear off some of the insulation) 
Scissors 


To start off with we’re going to build a UHF-only Moxon-style antenna (440 to 450mHz). This project is just to get your feet wet 
with building something on your own using nothing but junk. This type of antenna is directional, and will be more effective (in a 
particular direction) than your “rubber duckie” omni-directional antenna on your handheld radio. 


So, you are going to cut 3 pieces of wire, and all we need to do is glue (or tape) the wire to the cardboard, glue (or tape) the 
painter’s stick as well (so you can hold the antenna in the air), and attach the coax cable (you may need to come into the FLARC 
clubhouse if you do not have access to a soldering iron at home). Figure 2 shows the “completed” antenna build. There’s no 
connection yet to the radio in this photo to avoid confusion — that’s the final step. 


A Moxon antenna is remarkably simple and robust, consisting of only a “driven element” and a single “reflector.” By building 
right onto the cardboard, we can use a marker and a ruler to draw the lines we need to follow for laying down the wire in the 
right shape and proportions. While you can get away with a bit of sloppiness, obviously, the closer and more exact you are 
following the lines, the better your result will be, and your antenna will be more effective. You can work with bare wire or 
insulated wire, but if you’re using stranded wire (the kind you will most likely find), then definitely keep the insulation ON. My 
build used 12 gauge solid-core wire, because it would keep its shape as | bent it, but most importantly, it was what | had laying 
around the house! 


Figure 3 gives you the precise dimensions (in millimeters) you need to draw onto the cardboard. If your cardboard box is 
medium sized, chances are you only need to cut off one flap and use that to template the Moxon using a magic marker. After 
that, cut and bend your wire to the template and glue (or zip tie) the wire in place. Note that the gaps are very important to the 
operation of the Moxon, so try and get those as accurate as possible. The ends of the driven element in the center section need 
to be stripped of insulation so you can solder the leads of the coax. Just 3 little bits of wire glued to cardboard to make an 
antenna — it couldn’t be simpler! 
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Zero Dollar Antenna Builds (Part One) Continued 


Once the glue has dried (you may need to clamp or use tape to hold the wire in place until the glue sets), we can concentrate on 
attaching the coax cable you need to connect to your radio. Now comes the trickiest part of the build — you must strip off a little 
bit of the coax insulation so you have access to the center “core” and the shielding wire as shown in Figure 4. Then you need to 
twist the shielding wire off (its braided around the core’s insulation) and twist it a bit so that you can solder that end to the 
Moxon’s driven element (usually the lower end), and then the core wire to the Moxon’s upper end. You might want to use a 
couple of tie-wraps to strap the coax cable to the cardboard, so there is no stress on the soldered connections. 


Once you’ve made your connections with solder, and the coax is attached to the radio via whatever means you have to adapt (in 
my personal case, the wire | was using had BNC connectors, so | had to purchase a BNC to SMA adapter), you are ready to try out 
your antenna. Remember to use it for UHF (440 to 450mHz) frequencies only. You might know some UHF repeaters, and with 
the Moxon, you'll find those signals are far stronger in one direction — that’s because the antenna is directional, and that will 
likely be the direction that particular repeater is located in. Thus, an antenna like this can be used to locate the source of a 
particular signal. 


You can also build a VHF (2 meter) Moxon by simply scaling up the dimensions as shown in Figure 5. I’ll leave that to your 
imagination and burgeoning skills until Part 2, where we are going to build a dual-band vertical dipole out of nothing but junk! 


699 mm 


Figure 5. Dimensions for VHF version. 


Aor attach points 


Driven Element(s) Strip the coax 
30mm 
These gaps are important! Se 


3mm 13mm 


“731 


Reflector 
241mm 
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Around the Shack 
By Hal Kennedy N4GG 


My Favorite Tool 


This month’s column is about my favorite ham-related tool. That tool is a “Solder-it,” made by the Solder-it company 
in Ohio. WWW.Solder-it.com 


A “Solder-it” is a small, hand-held butane torch. Butane is great stuff — it does not burn as hot as propane - a good 
thing. Propane torches are great for sweat soldering copper pipe, but for tasks like soldering antenna wire they can 
be too hot. Place a piece of copper wire in the hottest part of the flame of a propane torch (the tip of the inner blue 
flame). See it change colors? It’s oxidizing, it’s losing any annealing it had and in general it’s deteriorating. It is 
easily possible to fail at trying to solder two copper wires together with a propane torch, due to excess heat 
deteriorating both the copper and the solder. Butane gets the job done and is very forgiving. [Here is an interesting 
experiment: heat a new-style “copper” penny with a propane torch. It will melt!] 


Solder-its come in several sizes and with a variety of tips. | have the 120 watt version and | always leave the tip off. 
It provides a nice blue flame and it’s perfect for soldering antenna wire in the back yard. It amazes me how well it 
stays lit in a stiff breeze. There is a built in click igniter too, so re-lighting is just a thumb push. Butane is readily 
available - Lowes and Home Depot carry it in small and large cans and it’s not expensive. A little goes a long way too. 


You can find Solder-it torches on Amazon and sometimes in places like Lowes. There are inexpensive (read: cheap) 
Chinese knock-offs too, | suggest going with the real thing. Amazon currently sells the 120 watt Solder-it with a nice 
case and lots of tips for $55 — it’s worth it. | have had mine for years. N4GG is a “wires in the woods” station — my 
Solder-it has seen A LOT of use. 


One thing you do not want to do is drop a Solder-it torch tail end down onto a concrete floor — which | have done. 
The reservoir is a hard plastic (Lexan?) but it will crack. The Solder-it folks were nice about fixing it for a small fee. 


My Solder-it really is my favorite tool. | used to drag soldering irons and extension cords out to the back yard and 
sometimes up towers. No more. | moved from that to overheating things with a propane torch and then finally to 
my Solder-it. Butane is the answer. See the figure for a picture of mine. 


Z 


Solder-it 
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FLARC DEMONSTRATES HAM RADIO 
AT WESTMORELAND SCHOOL 


Over 50 fourth graders at the Fair Lawn 
Westmoreland Elementary School received a hands 
on demonstration of ham radio on June 15th. Brad's 
remote QTH coupled with Larry's CW program and 
some 2meter QSO's rounded out the morning. 


A big TNX to Brad (KM2C), Larry (WA2ALY), Susan 
(W6SKT), Karl (W2KBF), Van (W2DLT), Dave 
(KD2MOB) and Ed (WX2R) for helping out. 


% 


WAZ2ALY) works a little CW magic with a pupil 


Students at Brad's mobile shack 
About FLARC 


A LITTLE FLARC HISTORY - 1964-65 
-- by Fred W2AAB 


Sometime in 1964, when | was President of FLARC, | 
searched the Callbook for every licensed amateur 
radio station in Fair Lawn. | wrote to all who were 
not already members of the club, inviting them to our 
Friday night meetings. 


The letter drew several responses, mainly in the form 
of hams who visited the club without responding by 
mail. One was Robert Aitkenhead, W2IAV, who lived 
on Rosalie St., on the corner of Plaza Road. He 
brought an old Atwater Kent broadcast band receiver 
to the club, dating from the very early 1930’s. I’d 
heard of the Atwater Kent brand, but | had never 
seen one before. It was an interesting presentation, 
especially for us younger members interested in 
radio history. 


Another was Carleton Bacon, K2IA, who lived on 
Burbank Street, across from Fair Lawn High School. 
He was an “old timer,” originally licensed around 
1920, and who later held the call W2KHY before 
being granted his 2-letter call. Carl was a retired 
electrical engineer, but currently inactive in amateur 
radio. Carl visited a few times, but never joined the 
club. 


There was also Charlie Mersereau, W2ESW, who lived 
on Pomona Avenue. | knew Charlie’s call from 2 
meters, where he was quite active. Recently, while 
looking in a box of old papers, | found the letter he 
sent to me in response to my invitation. 


He replied that he was unable to join the club 
because he was already a member of two others, the 
Kearfott Radio Club (K2RET), and the Windblowers 
VHF Society (W2ZDR), which was a very active VHF 
club in the 1960’s. 


Charlie was originally licensed as W2LUL in Paterson, 
in 1939. In 1949 or ’50, he moved to Fair Lawn, and 
acquired the call W2ESW. In later years, he traded 
that call for W2JI. 


All three of these amateurs have been Silent Keys for 
many years. Here’s a copy of the letter Charlie 


Mersereau sent to me: 
Continued on next page. 
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A LITTLE FLARC HISTORY - 1964-65 (Continued) 


OG! tc steva Avante 


(Bi Lath, New SERseY 
Anew 2, 1 763~ 


Dear FRav? 
Tiaun You Very Moca eR THe (ANITA En TE Teme Tae 


? 
FAIR Lauve Pavre Cens, HeveveR, iM AFRAIL THHAr IM Core FE Mt 


Te Decine, Ar léasr FoR THe SR sENTO 
1 Reunko Myjsaae AS A Deer RATHER THA A Tem ER, 1 


? Bin Bao A DEPENOABRLE ACT MeMGER, THEM My SeIn(nwe Ueuiw 
her Bs AvVANTACCOUSE Te THe C8. 
) Ain AT Kkesenr, AManeek oF TWe Rueie Ciees FHIAT- 
ae Dy EVEMINES, THe Kateren- KAore Cie Wesars Tice 
resr ANE THRE FRipAps , Arle The Ww Bie wars CIE ‘SeereT 
Mezeres cv Tae Are Weexey Atte Gee nity en THE LAB FRIDAY 
) Dutra MY Tiare Ber itenw THeSE Coes Ati CAnir Be. 


A Ge BALL 1A EITHER. 
Kuck! 0 THe FAR Lawes: SAvre lives, | Have isiTep Pea 


fa 


? 


Time Te Tine, 1 Am A kRenme or FRANK Lecpnee, One Afeva Alc, 


a bad 7S RPECURME Kor MNTNTIOAS 
Veo 4 Cant Be cx ANT Beth Maiev EXL, Deer Fasirare Te Chee 


om Ate. Corer Lett pt (963~- Te ow Ao THE Ces 


Here are copies of several QSL cari fan Charlie: 
Source: Author’s QSL collection 


PAN AMERICAN 


WO RiDueaihO.St § XEER EO 


Charles R. Mersereau 
31 Pomona Ave. Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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A LITTLE FLARC HISTORY - 1964-65 (Continued) 


Source: Author’s QSL collection 


Source: Author’s QSL collection 


FAIR LAWN, NEW JERSEY, U.$. A 0 


3/ Pomona Cvenue 


WES 


HARES. B. MERSEREAU 


DX es 73 


On the back of this last card, Charlie stated that he was active on “all bands up to 2 meters.” His HF station was a Johnson 
Viking Il transmitter, Hallicrafters SX-28 receiver and a trap doublet, using AM, CW, SSB, and RTTY (radio teletype). 


On the “Windblowers” club card, Charlie’s 2 meter station consisted of a converted War Surplus SCR-522 transmitter 
running 15 watts, a War Surplus BC-348 receiver with a homebrew 417A receiving converter. The 417A was a much 
sought-after Western Electric tube with high performance at VHF, and the key part of a 2 meter converter designed by 
Carl Scheideler, W2AZL. They were very popular converters in their day. Charlie’s 2 meter antenna was a “cloverleaf,” 
also known as a “big wheel.” This antenna consisted of three dipoles made of aluminum tubing bent into a cloverleaf 
pattern. They were popular omni-directional antennas in those days. 


Charlie was a friendly ham, and he graciously donated some technical books to the FLARC library. (| wonder what 
became of them)? It’s too bad he was already active in two other clubs. He would have made a fine member of 
FLARC. Many years later, | met Charlie at a hamfest, and reminisced about his days in Fair Lawn. Shortly thereafter, 
| read that he had become a Silent Key. Charlie’s letter will be added to our club’s historical archive. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC www.FairLawnARC.org Page 35 


Once again the June 10th Fair Lawn Street Fair proved 
to be a good opportunity to meet the public, show off 
amateur radio and hopefully garner new members. 


More on amplification and audio devices. 


There have a few questions at the store from 
customers about how so small an amplifier can put 
out so much power. The answer is class T! What is 
that, you may ask? Well, it is a mode where the 
input signal is chopped into a million pieces 
(literally) by digital clock circuitry and that digital 
signal is amplified not having to worry about 
linearity, then is reassembled back to an amplified 
copy of the original thereby providing a great 
amount of amplification in a very small package. 
There is very little distortion as a result. As in an 
earlier column, it was noted that class T 
amplification is used in most all of our handheld 
devices. 


Besides amplififiers there have been gear advances 
in sound reproduction including input and output. 
As for input, one of the key devices is the electret 
condenser microphone. How it works is that there 
is a small capacitive wafer floating between two 
plates (held by electrostatic forces) and_ its 
movement is sensed by an extremely high 
impedance transistor, a field effect transistor 
whose output is controlled by electrical influence 
on it’s input which is electrostatic/capacitive in 
nature. This resultant amplified output is then fed 
for further amplification etc. 


aes 


Wahanksanallchauruclanters As far as output devices are concerned, there is no 


comparison to the old big speakers and some of 
the new smaller units which fill the room with 
quality sound. It is amazing the sound that comes 
from something you hold in your hand. Yes there is 
sound shaping and equalization, but the result is 
what counts. Again much is due to the class T 
amplifier development. What does this have to do 
with ham radio? Much of the above is present in 
the newer equipment, just look inside the box! 


Fred W2ABE, 73. 


The PUBCO tent at the start of the event 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
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Tech Talk -- Sunny Days Are Here Again 


Our recent Field Day event was a wonderful opportunity to learn about less familiar aspects of ham radio. 
The Get on the Air (GOTA) station manager, Brian KD2KLN, did a terrific job of providing a very capable set 
of gear with which he engaged many visitors to our site. One of the many interesting aspects of his station 
was the array of solar panels he setup to help power the radios and computers. 


Taking advantage of the free energy from the sun is affordable and practical. A basic setup can be purchased for 
about the same as a mid-range handy-talkie radio. | took advantage of my trip to the Hamvention 2018 in Xenia, 
Ohio and bought an 80-watt foldable solar panel from Bioenno Power (figure 1). The two panels are mounted in a 
hinged aluminum frame. There is a folding “kickstand” on the back side of the frame you can used to adjust the tilt 
of the panels relative to the angle of the sun at your current latitude. 


While the solar panel by itself produces a substantial amount of electricity, you need a second part called a 
charge controller to safely recharge the battery of your choice. My primary battery for portable operation 
is a Bioenno Power 30 Amp-hour Lithium Iron Phosphate unit. The battery chemistry may not be familiar to 
you. While batteries of this type are more expensive than the common sealed lead-acid (SLA) batteries, it 
has much better power density and much lower weight than a comparable SLA battery. The charge 
controller (Figure 2) | bought at Hamvention was specifically designed to feed current from the panel to the 
battery at the proper, safe rates. 


We might want to consider another Portable Day event where we use only renewable sources of energy. 
| don’t think we'll be able to deploy a hydro-power generator in the Passaic River, but solar and possibly 
wind generators are feasible. These sources remove the audible and RF noise often associated with 
gasoline engine generators. 


73; 
Randy WU2S 


References: 


1. https://www.bioennopower.com/collections/solar-panels 


2. https://www.bioennopower.com/collections/solar-charger-controllers 


Figure 1-- BioennoPower Foldable 80-Watt Solar Panel Figure 2 --BioennoPower Solar Charge Controller 
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July 6, 2018 
Fair Lawn RACES Minutes 


Present: David KD2MOB, Steve WA2BYX, Zach 
KC2RSS, Karl W2KBF, Randy WU2S, Susan W6SKT 


Fair Lawn-RACES President David KD2MOB called 
the meeting to order at 8:20 PM local time. David 
reviewed the current status of FL-RACES and led a 
discussion. It was decided: 


1) FL-RACES will apply for a call sign. 
Secretary Karl W2KBF will prepare the 
application and forward to David KD2MOB 
for his approval and signature; 


2) FL-RACES will seek a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Fair Lawn 
Amateur Radio Club that would permit FL- 
RACES operators to utilize the equipment 
and facilities of FLARC in the event of an 
officially declared emergency and RACES 
activation. Secretary Karl W2KBF will 
prepare a draft MOU and circulate to the FL- 
RACES membership for review; 


3) Susan W6SKT requested membership in 
FL-RACES and David KD2MOB will add her to 
the roster and notify FL-OEM Coordinator 
Alvarez. 


Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM local 
time. 


Submitted by Karl, W2KBF, 
FL-RACES Secretary 
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August 17th Program 
Features Vintage Equipment Night 
At The Clubhouse 


The August program features a rare look back at the 
earliest history of the club. Fred W2AAB will look to 
put together an on-air program featuring replicas of 
the original equipment used by the club in the late 
1950s and 1960s. 


The program has been two years in the making and 
might be considered to be the last element of the 
60th anniversary celebration. 


Fred hopes not only to discuss the early station and 
equipment but also operate it -- a look back either 
novel or nostalgic depending upon your perspective. 
We will be looking to put out an APB to vintage 
operators so the sounds of AM and CW may be an 
interesting mix for the evening. 


The meeting will start at 7PM at THE CLUBHOUSE so 
be prepared for tight spaces and good discussion as 
Fred fires up old gear and we look to work whoever 
is out there. No doubt a lot of the "old-timers" will 
chip in with commentary and story-telling. 


So mark this unique group presentation on your 
calendar -- Friday, August 17 at 7PM 
at the clubhouse. 


FLARC Business Meeting (5) 

Lee KD2DRS told the members about his visit to the 
Dayton ARA club facility when he was at this year’s 
Hamvention. Lee explained that the club building is large 
and well-equipped, and the antenna towers are amazing. 
Lee strongly recommends touring the DARA site if you 
have the opportunity to do so. 


Having no further business, President Brad KM2C asked 
for a motion to adjourn. Tony N2SIQ so moved and Dave 
N2AAM seconded the motion. The members present 
voted in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 
p.m. After the monthly business meeting, Ria N2RJ asked 
for a few minutes to tell the members present about her 
candidacy for ARRL Hudson Division Director. For more 
information about her views please see her website at 
Hudson.n2rj.com or contact her or Nomar NP4H. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Randy WU2S, Secretary 
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FLARC Business Meeting Minutes 
July 6, 2018 


President Brad KM2C called the meeting to order at 
7:31 p.m. 


The members rose and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 


Secretary Randy WU2S called the roll of officers and 
trustees and all were present. The meeting had a 
quorum to conduct club business. 


President Brad KM2C asked if there were any visitors 
or new members present. One visitor, Ria Jairam 
N2RJ, was present. 


Secretary Randy WU2S announced that he sent the 
minutes from the June meeting via email to 
members of record and published them in the club’s 
newsletter, The Resonator, which is on the club’s 
website at www.FairLawnARC.org. He asked the 
members present if there were any corrections or 
amendments needed. There were none so Skip 
KD2BRV moved to accept the minutes as published 
and Dave N2AAM seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by acclamation. 


Treasurer Al WA2ZOWL presented this month’s 
Treasurer’s Report. He noted that we are now up to 
137 members with the recent additions. Al reported 
this year’s Field Day expenses which came in just 
under the budget limit we set for the event. Zach 
KC2RSS moved to accept the report as read and 
Gene WO2W seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by acclamation. 


Secretary Randy WU2S reported for the Tech 
Committee that most of the Field Day equipment 
was sorted and stored on Thursday thanks to the 
efforts of Gene WO2W. Steve WA2BYX, Zach KC2RSS, 
Jim W2JC, Glenn KB2MDR and Randy WU2S. We still 
have room in the basement storage locker for the 
rest of the Field Day gear in our club room. 


Gene WO2W announced that members who want a 
membership card should contact him. The cards are 
printed and just need to be laminated. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (2) 


President Brad KM2C displayed the certificate of 
recognition we received from Congressman 
Gottheimer after his visit to our Field Day site. 


Vice President Van W2DLT described the club’s recent 
interaction with about 75 students at the 
Westmoreland School. We worked with faculty 
members Ron Durso and Andy Temme to supplement 
the school’s science program with an introduction to 
radio. Larry WA2ALY taught the children about Morse 
code and how to send their names using a telegraph 
key. Susan W6SKT and Karl W2KBF helped the 
students talk through the W2NPT repeater with HTs. 
Brad KM2C brought his trailer and demonstrated long 
distance communication on HF. We received thank 
you notes from the kids and most of the notes include 
a Morse code message. Van said that everyone - 
teachers, students and FLARC members - agreed that 
this event was a considerable success and we are 
looking forward to doing it again next year. 


Thom W2NZ sent in a report on our YouTube channel 
which President BradKM2C read. Thom reported that 
during the past month: 


1. We added 16 new subscribers 
giving us a total of 96. 


2. Total "Watch Time" was 3.7K Minutes, up 23% 
and the Channel had 650 Views up 29%. 


3. W2AEW - has had 239 Views on our channel since 
posting on June 21, 2018, and on Alan's channel in 7 
days it has received 4.5K Views. 


4. Ria N2RJ continues to have the leading viewer 
metrics on our channel with 3.5K seeing her "Build a 
World Class Station" and 740 viewing her Part 2 "The 
Advocation of Engaging YLs & Ls"... 


5. Gordon W2TTT's Part 1 on MESH is third 
in views with 112 


6. The fourth in views to date is W2NAF Arc/Part2, 
then Arc/Part 1 is 111 and 103 views respectively. 


Continued on next page. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (3) 


President Brad KM2C asked for a report on the other 
social media. Jim W2JC said that he setup a FLARC 
group on Groups.io, which has some very helpful 
features. The club calendar is attractive and easy to 
use. So far only 38 FLARC members have signed up. 
If you need help getting to Groups.io and registering, 
please contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org via 
email. 


The members conducted a discussion of our Field Day 
activities and lessons learned. Jim W2JC announced 
our submitted score as 5268 QSO points and1490 
Bonus points for a total of 6758 points. Jim sent the 
complete set of documents he compiled to the 
members. The members present applauded Jim’s 
diligent effort. President Brad KM2C noted that the 
wire antennas work well with little interference. The 
bandpass filters and cross-polarization helped a lot. 
Jim W2JC noted that the RFI to the computers in the 
CW tent was tamed by suitable grounding. 


Brian KD2KLN said that GOTA operation went well but 
that he was disappointed that no Scouts showed up. 
He said that Aram K1RKX, a 15-year-old Extra class 
operator, made most of the contacts from the GOTA 
station on solar power. 


President Brad KM2C announced that our next 
projects will be to standardize the computers at all 
operating positions and organize the work area 
shelves. Other projects include adding a 10-foot 
section to each of our two towers, installing a tri- 
bander, installing a 40-meter and possibly an 80- 
meter antenna, and installing Ethernet cables. 


Fred W2AAB and George W3EH will start the CW 
classes soon. 


Vice President Van W2DLT encouraged members to 
take part in our Monday night net on the W2NPT 
repeater, either directly or via Echolink. 


Judith KC2LTM said that the annual Fair Lawn 
fireworks event went very well due to FLARC’s help. 


Secretary Randy WU2S read a thank you letter from 
Superintendent Jimmy Graff. 
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FLARC Business Meeting (4) 


Vice President Van W2DLT announced several 
upcoming dates to remember: 
e July 15 — Sussex Hamfest, 

and picnic at Van’s home in Lord’s Valley, PA 
e August 18 — the North American QSO Party 
e August 18 — FLARC trip to the Edison Lab 
e September 15 — the NJ QSO Party 


Jim W2JC announced that W2NPT has been just one 
state short of being able to apply for a Worked All 
States (WAS) award. During Field Day, we worked 
Hawaii for the first time. When this contact is 
confirmed, we will apply for the WAS award. 


Larry WA2ALY asked about health and welfare 
contacts to club members. Judith KC2LTM 
responded that she takes care of sending cards to 
members. She sent several cards recently. 


David KD2MOB thanked FLARC for the use of the 
W2NPT repeater to hold a brief Fair Lawn RACES 
net. David said that he plans to conduct a RACES net 
on the second Wednesday monthly. The net will be 
about 15 minutes long, starting at 7:00 p.m. 


Gene WO2W announced that our annual auction is 
approved as a sanctioned ARRL hamfest. The League 
published the auction announcement on their 
calendar. This event is in the Fair Lawn Senior Center 
on the Friday after Thanksgiving. 


President Brad KM2C announced another important 
date at the Fair Lawn Senior Center: 

e July 20 —Jeff Reagan NJ5R talk on "Best Practices 
in Operating'--It's All About Etiquette" 


President Brad KM2C asked for a report on the VE 
test sessions. Gene WO2W responded that Pete 
KD2BMx is successfully managing the monthly 
sessions. Gene noted that the Technician class test 
question pool changed effective July 1 and we have 
the new tests. Next year the Extra class question 
pool will change on July 1. 


David KD2MOB asked if we could have earned any 
bonus points for conducting a VE test session during 
Field Day. Brad KM2C responded that there is no 
such bonus point category. (Continued on page 38) 
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More New Check-In's For The 
Near and Far Net 


Our list gets longer so we need another page -- 
here are more check-ins to the Monday night 
Near and Far net. 


ALOY 


N2HIP 


KC2LTM 


W2ABE 


W2IP 


W2TU 


KC2K 


K2BIX 


KB3PQP 


K2PJC 


Come And Meet The Wizard 
(Of West Orange) on August 18th 


The club is putting together a tour of the Edison 
National Historical Park (Laboratory) on Saturday 
August 18th. A guided tour is offered at 10AM and 
requires a minimum of 15 people with a maximum of 
30. The entrance fee is $15.00. 


Let Ed WX2R know of your interest. So far we have 
about 14 signups... a good start. Let Ed (WX2R) know 
if you'd like to be a part of it. 


"Our greatest weakness 

lies in giving up. 

The most certain way to succeed 

is always to try just one more time." 
- Thomas A. Edison 


Your Mailbox Is Full 


And so is everyone's it seems. Let's keep blanket 
correspondence to "members," etc. to a minimum and 
only for specific purposes. It's a waste of life energy to 
have to read and delete stuff that has no meaning or 
value to you. Read who sent you something and then 
reply appropriately -- not just blanket replies to all. 


Don't Forget VanFest Ill 


July 15th at Van's (W2DLT) QTH in the 
Poconos. See him for details. Also see the 
FLARC blog for a copy of his flyer. 
https://wp.me/p3S055-Ek 


Condolences 


FLARC sends its condolences to the family of Phil 
Barber (WA2LXW/SK) and to BARA on his passing. 
Phil was the editor of The BARA Bulletin and an all- 
around good guy. 

-30- 


Near and Far Net Announcement 


Ed WX2R has announced that he plans to 
relinquish his role as the "scheduler" of net 
controls for the Monday Near and Far Net 
beginning on August 1st. 


We'll need a volunteer to step forward in the 
next few weeks to take over the assignment. 


See Ed for details and to volunteer. 


In A Nutshell 


What a great summer season we have had at the 
club not to mention the spring season! 


Great speakers, soldering classes, kit building, CW 
classes, and outside the building, the Earth Day 
W2E special event station, the Radburn area 
street fair, and of course a great Field Day, and 
lastly participating in the volunteer efforts for the 
Fair Lawn fireworks by providing on_ site 
communication. 


All in all a very busy year so far! If you are new 
and reading this come down to the clubon 


Friday nights from 6 to 9 and get involved. 


Fred W2ABE, 73. 
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